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Britifli cabinet* when in his inftruftions to Horace Walpole *, he painted
in the ftrongeft terms, the king's concern and indignation at the cardinal^
late conduit towards him and the States. He obferved, that this condud:,
whether the effeft of artifice or irrefolution, made it equally unwife and in-
excufable to rely, without being at the fame time well provided againft all
events, upon any future tranfaftion with the cardinal, for bringing about a
termination of theprefent troubles, which threatened to fubvert the balance of
Europe. He faid, the time was now come, in which it was indifpenfably in-
cumbent upon the maritime powers to defend the liberties of Europe ; and to
lofe no time in putting themfelves into a condition to aft with vigour, when-
ever they fhould find it neceffary: He added, that the king hoped the States
would immediately make the proper augmentation of their forces, as he' had
hirnfelf done, by fea and land, in order,to difabufe France and her allies in
their prefumption upon the fupinenefs of the republic, and to be in readineis
to take fuch meafuresf in concert with England, as the prefervation of their-
own, and the liberties of Europe might require.

In vain Horace Walpole ftrenuoufly exerted.himfelf in purfuit of thefe in-
ftrudions. The recollection of the haughty and unfriendly conduft of the
Imperial court; of the defection of England, at the peace of Utrecht^ with-
out fecuring a fufficient barrier to the States; their jealoufy of the prince of
Orange, increafed by his late marriage with the princefs Anne ; a total difre-
gard for the loffes of the Emperor in Italy, which they did not confider as.
their immediate concern, and the fecurity of the Low Countries, by the con-
vention of neutrality concluded with France on the firft appearance of a
rupture, contributed to prevent the Dutch from taking any part in the
war. Thefe refolutions were fortified by the melancholy confideration of the.
exhaufted and diftreffed fbate of the republic; by an opinion, generally pre-"
vaknt in Holland, of the- cardinaPs pacific dilpofition, and of the moderation
of France; and particularly by the apprehenfion of confirming the Emperor
in his fuppofed averfioa to peace, by any appearance of vigour. Accordingly
the States, inftead of taking an aftive part, renewed their inftances to the re-
fpeftive powers^ for a favourable anfwer to the plan of pacification.

The Emperor was unwilling to agree to the previous conditions, Bnleft
the maritime powers engaged, fhould thefe conditions not be accepted by-
the allies, to commence hoftilities $ but they declined taking upon them
this engagement, becaufe they fufpeded that the Emperor would, throw ob-
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